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Christopher Squier and Karen Wachsmuth will discuss and illustrate how opera presents epidemic diseases such 
as tuberculosis (La Traviata and La Bohème) and cholera (Death in Venice) and pathogenic agents such as 
tobacco (Carmen and Susanna’s Secret). The program is based on an honors seminar that the presenters have 
offered for almost ten years – Music, Madness, Disease, and Death. 

Individuals with disabilities are encouraged to attend all University of Iowa sponsored events. If you are a person with a disability who 
requires a reasonable accommodation in order to participate in this program, please contact Professor Miriam Gilbert  

in advance at 319-887-5256 or miriam-gilbert@uiowa.edu. 
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